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\n a recent match between Real Madrnd and Bayern
Munich in the Champions League, Ronaldo struck a
hat-trick of goals 1o hecome the first player in history
10 achieve 100 goals in the UEFA Champions League.

BY BHAVESH BHIMANI

here are champions. There are leg-
ends. And then there is Cristiano
Ronaldo. The Portuguese foot-
baller has created and broken
countless records overs the years
and has firmly etched his name in
the annals of the sport as one of
the greatest players ever.
Of late, though, a lot of voices had raised
concerns over Ronaldo’s dwindling form.

Many arm-chair critics and studio experts
have stated that the ace footballer is past his
prime and is nearing the end of his glitter-
ing career.

Ronaldo did what any great sportsperson
should do. He answered his naysayers with
his performance. And what a record-break-
ing performance it turned out to be! In a
recent match between Real Madrid and
Bayern Munich in the Champions League,
Ronaldo struck a hat-trick of goals against
Bayern to become the first player in history

to achieve 100 goals in the UEFA
Champions League. He accomplished this
milestone in his 137th Champions League
appearance and in the all-important second
leg of Real’s quarterfinal tie. Ronaldo made
this occasion special by attaining this histor-
ical record, leading his team to a 4-2 win
and thereby straight to the semifinals of the
Champions League.

For almost all his career, Ronaldo has
been a champion player and has had a
famed rivalry with Lionel Messi for the
crown of the best football player in the
world. With this achievement, Ronaldo has
certainly inched ahead of Messi and has
added another glorious feather in his illus-
trious hat.

Understandably, Ronaldo was quite
pleased with his historic achievement.
Although he did rue the fact that he could
only score three goals in the game as he felt
he could have easily struck a couple more.
Regardless, this is a historical moment in
the world of football and has yet again
silenced Rolando’s critics.

“I don't know who doubts me. People who
love Cristiano never have any doubts. You
have to tell me who doubts me because none
of it has come to me,” a beaming Ronaldo
said to the press after his incredible accom-
plishment. “I'm happy; | wanted to reach
this record. To do so is an honour and to do
it against a team like Bayern is even better.
When | started scoring goals in the
Champions League | never thought | would
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break this record. It's an honour for me
because it's a very difficult number. I'm
delighted.”

Ronaldo now has 103 goals in European
competitions; 100 of those have come in the
Champions League, one in a UCL Qualifying
match, and two in Madrid’s 2-0 UEFA
Super Cup victory over Sevilla in 2014. He
scored his first Champions League goal way
back in the 2006-07 season and has indeed
come a long way since then. The footballer
now leads the list of most goals by a player
in UEFA club competitions. He is followed
by Lionel Messi with 97 goals in 118 games
and Raul Gonzalez with 76 goals in 158
appearances.

Ronaldo, the four-time world player of the
year, has gone through some indifferent
form of late. While it is highly unlikely he
will be able to match up to his own high
standards anytime soon, the fact that this
fierce competitor is still fighting it out and
still making and breaking records is indeed
laudable.

RONALDO THE TRUE CHAMPION OF WORLD
FOOTBALL

Perhaps no other footballer has invoked so
much mixed sentiments as Cristiano
Ronaldo has and even when he is not at his
prime he continues to dominate world head-
lines with his remarkable feats. By becoming

Ronaldo now has 103 goals in European competitions; 100 of

those have come in the Champions League, one in a UCL

Qualifying match, and two in Madrid's 2-0 UEFA Super Cup

victory over Sevilla in 2014,
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the only player in the world to score 100
goals in the UEFA Champions League,
Ronaldo is yet again on the centre stage.

While many might say that he has played
nearly 140 games to achieve this landmark,
one has to realize that Ronaldo scored his
first Champions League goal in only his
30th match; against Roma for Manchester
United in 2007. Ever since, he has worked
his way relentlessly up the ladder and con-
tinues to thrive even today.

Yes, Ronaldo’s powers are not what they
once used to be, but they most certainly are
not on the wane. At the time of writing, he
has scored just 22 goals this season and you
can see that at times he struggles with his
kicks and passes. However, these numbers
seem average only because Ronaldo has set
such high standards of himself. Ronaldo has
scored handsomely through consistent sea-
sons; 40, 46, 34, 31, 48, 35 are his numbers
in his last six seasons. By comparison, his
current performance certainly does seem
inferior, but they are still pretty decent. And



even a Ronaldo at only his half best is still
better than several other players in the
world at their finest.

And with age, Ronaldo has also matured
as a player. He is using his intelligence and
experience to score his goals and doesn’t
waste his energy unnecessarily these days.
In his prime, Ronaldo used to burst through
his opponents through his skills and raw
power. But now, the Real Madrid player has
progressed into a more efficient striker. He
utilizes his positions judiciously and still has
the ability to turn games his own way.

“Cristiano knows where his position is,”
says Zinedine Zidane, Ronaldo’s coach at
Real Madrid. “He knows when to play cen-
tre-foward or on the left. The positions he
takes, and where he scores his goals — that’s
all him.”

It is because of this efficiency, his ability
to adapt his game according to his age and a
gumption to keep scoring that Ronaldo has
been able to score so many goals.

Whether you love him or hate him, you
have to agree that Cristiano Ronaldo does
bring football fans into the stadium in great
numbers. He is tall, swift and technically
very sound; the perfect example of the mod-
ern day football player; and the world of
football needs characters like him to prosper
globally.

A BRIEF BREAKDOWN OF RONALDO’S 100
GOALS IN THE UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
Out of Ronaldo’s 100 goals, 51 have come in

.

home games, 47 on the road and two at neu-
tral venues. He has scored 68 goals from his
right foot, 15 from his left foot and 17
through headers.

A whopping 85 of his hundred goals have
come for his current side Real Madrid while
15 came for his previous team Manchester
United where he played under Sir Alex
Ferguson.

77 of Ronaldo’s goals have come from
open play, 12 have directly come from
free-kicks and 11 from penalties. The
32-year-old has achieved more than half
of his strikes in the opening 45 minutes of
games. He has scored 3 goals in extra-time;
the first one of which had helped Real
Madrid secure the trophy against city
rivals Atletico Madrid in 2014.

Stats also say that German clubs are
Ronaldo’s favourite goal-scoring opposi-
tions. A fifth of his goals have come against
Bundesliga sides, and Bayern Munich,
Schalke and Ajax have been his most-
favoured opposition as he has nine and
seven goals each against them. He has also
netted six goals against Malmo, and
Galatasaray.

Overall, Ronaldo has scored 51 times in
the group stage, 20 times in the quarter-
final stage, 17 times in the round of 16 stage,
10 times in the semi-finals and twice in the
finals. The champion footballer has now
scored in 24 different European cities, span-
ning 15 countries.

These are indeed remarkable numbers
and assert how influential a player Cristiano
Ronaldo has been in the Champions League.
“He has shown that in the key moments, he
is there. He makes the difference,” Zinedine
Zidane was quoted as saying at a news con-
ference. “When he has to be, he is. He is
unique and we are happy for him and for
the team. And for the people who have
helped us in the Bernabeu.”

4’;:;

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR RONALDO?

As already mentioned, Ronaldo is not at his
prime anymore. But he is by no means near-
ing his end. In fact, the maturity he has
shown as a player is certain to make him sail
over smoothly in the seasons to come. He is
now constantly modifying his game and func-
tioning more as an out-and-out poacher.

Achieving 100 goals in the UEFA
Champions League alone has been an
extraordinary performance by Ronaldo.
And he still has it in him to score quite a
few more. The Portugal captain is contract-
ed with Real Madrid until 2021. So unless
he is forced down by injuries, Ronaldo
should play another four seasons in the
Champions League with a maximum of
13 games per season.

If Ronaldo goes at the pace he is going
now or even his form drops a little, he
should still comfortably end up scoring six
goals a season for the next four years. That
is assuming of course that a lot of factors go
his way and Real Madrid, too, continues to
reach the semi-final stage in all those four
seasons at least. Regardless, it would be
surprising if Ronaldo does not end up with
more than 120 goals in European
competitions and that would really be
phenomenal number.

While Lionel Messi, who is three years
younger to Ronaldo, will probably upstage
Ronaldo’s numbers, the fact that the
Portuguese champion achieved this remark-
able record first shall never be forgotten. His
mind-boggling feats are sure to stand the test
of time and will inspire several others to take
up the sport and to get near his accomplish-
ments. Undoubtedly, Cristiano Ronaldo, even
as he is playing and creating these stupen-
dous records, has already established himself
as one of the greatest of the game. The world
of football is unlikely to see another champi-
on quite in the mold of him again.
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FEATURE

BY PUNEET AHLAWAT

he Brazilian and Barcelona’s star
forward has grown in stature in the
last few years and is now counted
among one of the best players in
the world. His presence on the field
is enough to inspire his fellow play-
ers to go for the kill while his oppo-
nents are unable to decode his
numerous skills. As part of Barca’s attacking
trio with Lionel Messi and Luis Sudrez, he
won the continental treble of La Liga, the
Copa del Rey, and the UEFA Champions
League in the 2014-15 season and followed
the next year by the domestic double. He
came third for the FIFA Ballon d’Or in 2015.
With 51 goals in 76 matches for Brazil since
debuting at age 18, Neymar is the fourth-
highest goalscorer for his national team.
Known for his dribbling, finishing, and abili-
ty with both feet, Neymar has earned com-
parisons to former Brazil and Santos for-
ward Pelé. Off the pitch, he ranks among the
world’s most prominent sportsmen.
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CLUBS WANT HIM

From Manchester United to Real Madrid,
Paris Saint Germain to Chelsea, the clubs
are willing to shell out any amount to sign
him in the future. However, his heart is at
Barcelona and that’s why he is not willing to
move away from the Spanish club. He is a
complete player, who can score mesmerizing
goals against any team and is unstoppable
when on song. There have been times when
he has led his team to victory single
handedly that too despite missing the ser-
vices of Lionel Messi or Luis Suarez. There

D) Neymar ended the

season with 39
goals n all
competitions and 10 in the
Champions League,
making him joint highest
scorer with Ronaldo and
Messi.

was a time when Messi was considered
as the top trump card of Barcelona but
with the arrival of Neymar, it is no more
the case.

AGE ON HIS SIDE

The 2014-15 season was the best one for
Neymar as far as Barcelona is concerned.
Neymar ended the season with 39 goals in
all competitions and 10 in the Champions
League, making him joint highest scorer
with Cristiano Ronaldo and teammate
Lionel Messi in the latter competition.
Barcelona’s attacking trio of Messi, Luis
Suéarez and Neymar, dubbed “MSN”, ended
with 122 goals, the most in a season for an
attacking trio in Spanish football history. He
has not raked that numbers again but it is
largely because of his new role in the squad,
where he has been given a task of providing
as much assists as possible to his fellow
players. He is 25 years of age and still has a
long way to go. With age on his side, he is
bound to create more records in the future.

INSPIRATIONAL FIGURE

Gone are those times when Messi and
Ronaldo were considered as the most inspi-
rational figures in the world of football.
Neymar is the new hot favorite of the bud-
ding footballers, who looks upto him to
learn new tricks in order to become a better
footballer. Apart from his on-field antics, his
off the field heroics are followed too.
Neymar reportedly gives ten percent of his
income to his church in Brazil and has
named Kaka as his religious role model.
Each year, Neymar organizes a charity
match with fellow Brazilian footballer Nene
in Nene's hometown of Jundiai, with the
purpose of raising food for needy families.
He doesn't believe in living a very lavish life-
style, which is something automatically
associated with footballers these days.

BIG MATCH PERFORMER

Barcelona’s motto is “More than a club”
and this club from Spain recently
produced a historic moment routing
France’s Paris Saint-Germain 6-1 to
qualify for the Champions League
quarterfinals. Having lost the first leg 4-0
in Paris, few had given Barca a chance of
reaching the last eight given no side

had previously overturned such a deficit in
the history of the competition. But Luis
Enrique’s side made a barnstorming start
in the Camp Nou and led 3-0 early in the
second half through Lionel Messi’s
penalty. The home side was coasting,

but just past the hour Uruguayan striker
Edinson Cavani’s volley seemingly

put PSG back in control with a crucial away
goal, meaning Barca needed to

score three more times. However, with two

MAY 2017 | SPORTS PLUS | 1



minutes of normal time remaining
Neymar’s exquisite free-kick gave Barca
renewed hope, and two goals in stoppage
time completed the most incredible of come-
backs. In this greatest comeback, Neymar
was the player, who stood above everyone
and ensured his team’s passage to next
round of the prestigious event. In total, he
scored two goals and assisted one in
seven minutes to turn the tide fully in
Barcelona’s favor.
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