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Editor Speak

Our year-ending issue is always fun to put together. It�s 
also quite enlightening to sit down with the leaders of the 
automotive industry towards the close of the calendar year. 
And it�s fun despite the fact that we swap our helmets and 
racing suits in exchange for our best boardroom attire � in an 
attempt to look the part while handing out our �Best of 2017� 
awards to the worthy recipients. 

With 57 contenders vying for a spot in the �top-ten,� it 
was exceptionally hard fought this year � making this year�s 
winners a truly exceptional bunch! One bene�t of recognising 
excellence in the industry is the chance to sit down with the top 
managements of these automakers to get a real sense of how 
they view their prospects going forward. And while the industry 
expects to see growth in the coming year, no one expects an 
easy ride � especially in light of tough new regulations that are 
imminent, and more that are expected in the coming year. 

The industry continues to maintain that they�re ready 
and willing to meet any and all regulations � no matter how 
stringent � as long as there�s a clear roadmap to follow. The 
2030 target is an aggressive one, but a commendable one all 

the same. It puts India on the map and positions the country as 
a progressive and forward-looking market. But, for this vision 
to become reality, the availability of electric vehicles is just 
one piece of the puzzle. Stability of the grid, a comprehensive 
charging infrastructure, and a market of buyers who are 
willing to pay the price for such vehicles are the other key 
components � the absence of any one of which could lead to a 
scenario that jeopardises an industry that contributes almost 
10% to the country�s GDP.  

The air in the capital, and other parts of the country, is 
toxic � there�s no doubt that we�re dealing with a public 
health emergency. But if we can�t even �gure out a way of 
stopping a handful of farmers in-and-around the National 
Capital Region from burning their spent crop, can we really 
say that we�re serious about combatting pollution? Or is all 
this talk about cleaning up the environment just an eyewash? 
Is the administration simply talking tough and targeting one 
particular industry because it�s the low hanging fruit?

To really tackle the problem we need unprecedented 
bipartisan political action, which is a step that no political party 
wants to take because they can�t �nd a way to spin that into an 
electoral victory. So, until the environment becomes an issue that 
wins and loses elections, expect a lot of talk but not much action.

Dhruv Behl, Editor
@dhruv_behl  |  dbehl@autox.com
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The second-gen Audi Q3 will 
be longer, wider and more 
spacious than before. 

Stretching its Legs

36 EICMA 2017
We pick the best bikes from the 
Milan motorcycle show that left 
us drooling.

100 Crossroads to the Future
While the auto industry is betting big 
on EVs, Honda continues to develop 
its hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles.

Marquez won his fourth 
MotoGP title, even though it 
was a raggedy edge climax.

The Big Six

The Incredible Bulk

Sebastien Ogier was clearly 
made to work for his �fth 
consecutive WRC title. 

Look beyond its bulky 
proportions, and the Intruder 150 
is a smart & likeable product. 

Hard Earned Fiver
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These are the top-ten cars and bikes of the year.  Plus, we sit down 
with the top managements of the winning brands to get a sense of 
the year gone past, as well as their future prospects.
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50 Breaking Dawn
With the launch of the Rudra and Pravega, the Avantura heralds a new dawn for 
motorcycling in India.  

66 Subtle, But Striking
Volkswagen�s new Passat gets a premium and spacious cabin, as well as a bucket 
load of features. But is it enough to revive the fading luxury sedan segment?

Sherco TVS is so excited for 
the 2018 Dakar that they let 
us ride their bikes. 

True Grit

120

62 Poker Face
The Ford EcoSport might look like a 
minor cosmetic update, but there�s 
more to it than meets the eye. 

46 Fashionista
The stylish new Honda Grazia hopes 
to capture a larger share of the 
125cc scooter segment. 

Get the Alive App
visit

www.alivear.com

Open the Alive App on your phone and
scan this picture by focusing your phone’s
camera on it. iPhone/Android – Tap on
screen and hold still and it will scan
automatically; BB/Symbian/Java – Go to
options and then capture image; Windows
– Tap on screen to capture and hold still
over image

Step  1

Watch the image come Alive. View it and
share it with friends
(

)

iOS (ver 5.0 and above) / Android (ver 2.2
and above) / Symbian (ver 3.5 and above)
/ BB (ver3.5 and above) / Windows (ver
7.1 and above) or Java (ver 3.5 and
above)

Step  2

Step  3

The Pixel 2 is Google�s second 
attempt to create Android�s 
answer to Apple�s iPhone. With a 
mini DSLR like camera, and 
offering the cleanest Android OS, 
we �nd out whether it out 
muscles the competition.

137
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